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Annual Dinner
By Kay Blass

The 2025 Annual Dinner Meeting of the Falls Village-Canaan Historical Society, to be held on Friday,
May 16, in the Emergency Services Center, Rte. 7, Falls Village, will feature a talk by Chuck Lewis, a Falls
Village resident, about his latest book, The Canaan Methodist Church. Charles H. Lewis (Chuck) is a retired
manager with the Connecticut State Department of Correction, and former 1st Selectman of Falls Village. In
retirement he has become an avid historian and genealogist, and is the author of John Lewis of Berkshire,
Vermont, and Other Descendants of William Lewis (Who Came to Boston on the Ship, The Lion, in 1632, also
Cut Off, Colonel Jedediah Huntington’s 17th Continental Regiment at the Battle of Long Island, August 27,
1776 and several other historical volumes.

Chuck’s latest effort, which he self-published
this past December, is The Canaan Methodist
Church, and the History of Methodism in “The Land
of Canaan” (Connecticut), 1788-2024”. He says the
Land of Canaan of the Bible was the Promised Land
of the Jews, and for many of us who have made our
homes here for decades, or have lived here all our
lives, it has indeed been our promised land. When
the founders named our Town, they certainly
intended the name to have that Biblical association,
and the Methodists, over their long history in this
place helped to preserve that meaning. In his talk at
the Annual Meeting on May 16, Chuck will tell us
the “method” by which the Methodist “Sons of
Thunder,” the early circuit riders, stormed our Town
just a few decades after it was first settled. The
dinner and meeting are open to the public. Doors
will open at 5:00 p.m. and a buffet dinner provided by Theresa Freund will be served at 5:30 p.m. The cost is
$30.00 per person. Payment may be made at the door but reservations must be made by May 11. Come early to
survey the broad array of raffle items available and to buy tickets for a chance to win.

Call Kay Blass at 860-824-7259, or email her at kay.blass@gmail.com to make your reservation (by
May 11).




1st Tuesday at 7 Summer Talks

We are continuing our popular 1t Tuesday at 7 Summer Talks this year!
Join us on the 15t Tuesday of the month at the South Canaan Meetinghouse, 12 Rte. 63, Falls Village.
For more information, contact Cheryl Aeschliman at 860-824-5607.
Here is our lineup for this summer:

June 3: The Housatonic Railroad Through the Lens of Rolf Schneider
With Dave Jacobs & Rolf Schneider

July 1: All Honor to the Ladies: Litchfield
County Women and the Civil War.
With Peter Vermilyea

Aug. 5: The Role of Comics In War,
Culture and Politics
With Jerry Calabrese

Sept. 2: Stunt Pilot Stanley Segalla & the History of the Canaan Airport
With Billy Segalla

The Beebe Hill Schoolhouse
By William Beebe, Curator

The Beebe Hill School House is still looking good for a building over 170 years old. | fixed the shutters on the
West side so they can be closed. | found a letter that was written about 30 years ago about how the hot summer
sun was fading the historical things inside. So I thought the time had come. The Third and Fourth grade students
hosted the rest of the grades from Kellogg last Spring in an all day event. They had dressed for the part and it
was really fun to watch them. It’s nice to have the school house being used. | would like to thank everyone for
their help in opening it up in the summer. Looking forward to another good year.

Museum Cataloging Project
By Jill Godburn, VP

A year ago, The Board decided it was time to find a software system that would organize, control and manage
all of Falls Village-Canaan Historical Society’s massive collection. A museum quality archival software,
Museum Archive Software Project, was thus identified. Off we go! We are in the early stages of uploading
thousands of photos and descriptions from our massive collections. The task is huge and will take years to
complete. It is our hope, that in time, these collections will be linked to our website so that our members can
view online. | am looking forward to working on this long-term project alongside so many knowledgeable
Board Members who provide a wealth of local history behind our collection.



The President’s Report
By Judy Jacobs

What a great year we have had! It has been a very
busy one with so many activities! Thanks to Bill Beebe
and Denny Jacobs, the caboose restoration was
completed. It is beautiful! And Bill opens it up often for
visitors to come inside and learn all about the workings
of a caboose and railroading in the Northwest Corner.

We have also done many joint activities with the
David M. Hunt Library with great success. Together we
created 1% Saturdays in Falls Village which encouraged
local businesses and organizations to open their doors
and do something special on the first Saturday of each
month. By working together we brought many visitors to
our establishments on these dates, and it has sparked a
lot of interest in the Historical Society. Our new hours ;
are Tuesday from 9-noon and the 1% Saturday of the month, 11 AM to 1 PM.

We have also worked with the Hunt Library on a greatly entertaining local history trivia night and a wonderful
presentation by Peter Vermilyea on local black Civil War soldiers for Black History Month. We look forward to
many more joint activities with the Library.

Our 1% Tuesday at 7 Summer Talks was tremendously successful and enjoyed by many people. Our speakers
were wonderful and two of them, Jerry Calabrese and Dave Jacobs, will return again this summer with different
topics. Dave’s railroad talks have become so popular that other organizations have asked him to do presentations
for them as well. Our collection of the Peter McLachlan photos are being enjoyed and appreciated by many
railroad buffs in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New York.

We also had another successful Peddlers Flea Market in September and many people look forward to attending
this annual event to find lots of treasures, yummy refreshments, and great social interactions.

3 i Bill Beebe and | once again led an
enlightening and fun Housatonic Heritage
Walk around the Falls Village Historic
District where we told the history of many
of the beautiful historic buildings in the
Village. We had a great turnout and have
decided to do it again this coming Oct. 4,
but this time concentrate on the historic
area around the Falls Village Power Plant.
s This area is rich in history and we are
looking forward to sharing that with

participants this fall.

We are so happy that we have been able to acquire a climate-controlled storage unit to house some of our
sensitive and important items. This is a huge step forward for us in our mission to protect and preserve our
important artifacts and archival material.

In closing, | want to thank our wonderful volunteers who are instrumental in the
Historical Society’s mission of preserving, protecting and promoting our rich local history.
We are so fortunate to have these great people but we sure could use more help. If you
have an interest in joining us, please let us know. We would love to have you as part of our
great team!

Use the QR Code to make
your donation today
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The Falls Village Depot Museum
By Midge Cortesi

We have enjoyed another very busy and satisfying year at the Depot. We continue to answer a number of email
inquiries from individuals looking for information on the history of their family, which sometimes requires a hike through
a local cemetery to take photos of their ancestor's headstone for them. That's the fun part! This works both ways. Not only
are we adding important information to their family genealogy but in doing the research WE are learning things we did
not know about the history of our towns and the inhabitants. We are happy to see the number of visitors who have stopped
in to see our museum, from school children to the seniors from the Senior Center to people just passing through while
traveling.

As usual, filing keeps us quite busy. We are in the process of transferring some of our existing files into a donated set
of filing cabinets from the Hunt Library.

A new dehumidifying system has been installed in the building. This will make for a much healthier environment
for all of our archival materials. We have also been able to secure a climate-controlled storage unit. We carefully wrapped
up our collection of old ledgers, transferred them to 8 storage bins and brought them to their new home in the storage unit.
We will soon be moving other lesser-used items into the unit which will protect them from the environment and also free
up much needed space at the Depot for those items which are used more often.

A THANK YOU goes out to all those who donated this year, both with monetary and physical donations of historical
significance to our two towns. Without these generous donations we would not be able to pursue our mission of
preserving the historical heritage of this very special part of our state.

Please feel free to stop in anytime just to browse through the wealth of information that we have. Once you get started
you can't stop! We are open every Tuesday from 9-12, the first Saturday of each month from 10-1 or by appointment.


http://www.fallsvillage-canaanhistoricalsociety.org/

